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A sabbatical in Sydney and 
a shift in local planning 

guidelines led to a 
complete change of design 
for Kim and Tim Cable’s 

clever extension project 
WordS Jane Crittenden  PhotoS alistair niCholls

A welcome 
chAnge



www.self-build.co.uk

38  readers’ homes    readers’ homes 39

Build It May 2015

the CaBle File

names Kim & tim Cable 

oCCupations Kim runs de Beauvoir 
design & tim works in banking

loCation london

type oF Build extension  
& renovation

style Contemporary 

house Cost £660,000

Bought 2006

house size 163m² (1,755ft2) 
including 33m² extension

proJeCt Cost £269,000 

Cost per m2 £1,650 (£153 per ft2)

total Cost £929,000

Building worK CommenCed  
april 2013

Building worK tooK  
nine months

Current value  
£1,600,000

Kim and Tim Cable’s modern 
extension in north London has 
created a light-filled living and 
dining area with a discreet wet 

room and study. The stylish design is in 
complete contrast to their Victorian 
terraced house’s roots, and opens out onto 
an equally contemporary garden. However, 
this new space would not have come into 
being if they hadn’t been refused planning 
for their initial ideas. “We applied to knock 
down an old single-storey addition in 2007 
because we wanted to build out to full 
width,” explains Kim (the original structure 
retained the house’s side return). “But our 
application was refused because it was seen 
as too contemporary.” 

The couple weren’t as disappointed with 
the decision as they might have been 
because by then Tim had been offered a job 
transfer to Sydney. “We decided not to 
appeal as we knew we were going to be away 
for a few years,” says Kim. “Instead we put 
the project on hold until we got back.”

 
Back to basics 
The couple had always planned to renovate 
and extend their house after buying the 
property in 2006. When they moved in they 
decorated it and installed a new bathroom, 
while Kim worked up plans for the original 
extension to create a big kitchen-diner. “Tim 
and I were quite forward-thinking about  
our design back then, as we’d been used to 
seeing modern architecture on our visits to 
New Zealand, where Tim is from,” says Kim. 
“But the council hadn’t got to that point  
yet and didn’t really appreciate our ideas.”

A very thin frame on  
the aluminium sliding 
doors creates the 
minimal break between 
inside and out
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 we learned...

it’s worth immersing yourself in 
research. We put a lot of effort into finding 
the right items, so we’ve ended up with 
really good quality products that have 
added value to our home.

we’ve realised that we like working 
to certainty with numbers. Our builder was 
really good at being clear about the costs, 
even when we added something in or 
changed the spec, so Kim will continue to 
work like this with her own clients. 

we should have been patient and 
waited for the extension to be finished 
instead of trying to do things quickly in 
different stages – instead, we paid to have 
the house decorated twice in two years!

With the planning refusal put to one side, 
and the move to Australia imminent, the 
couple decided that the last alteration they’d 
make to their home – for the time being – 
would be a new kitchen. “We didn’t know if 
we’d ever get permission to build the 
extension how we wanted so we felt it would 
be better to change the kitchen to improve 
our chances of renting the house out,” says 
Kim. The Cables bought a top-of-the-range 
German Haecker design with solid wood 
doors, Corian worktops, glass splashbacks 
and Miele appliances. Kim says the 
investment was worth it: “We both still love 
this zone and it looks great even now, after 
having tenants use it for four years.”

When the couple moved back from 
Australia in 2012 with their daughter 
Amelia, it was clear they had chosen their 
house wisely. What had once been an area 
next to the more desirable part of town  
was now equally popular, thanks to a new 
Overground station. At some point in the 
intervening five years the planners must 
have had a change of heart too, as evidenced 
by the number of contemporary extensions 
that had appeared on their street.

new ideas
The couple decided to try for planning to 
extend again. With the expensive kitchen to 
consider, however, they couldn’t resurrect 
their old plans and needed to rethink the 
layout. This might have been a sticking 
point, but from the start Kim and Tim didn’t 
even contemplate taking their kitchen out. 
“By now Amelia was four so our lifestyle had 
changed and we had better ideas of how we 
could use the space,” says Kim. “If we’d 
removed the kitchen it would have been a 
complete waste, and cost us money that we 
could spend on other things.” 

Rather than have a large kitchen-diner as 
they had wanted before, the new addition 
creates an L-shape, wrapping around the 
existing zone. The living-dining area takes 
up the full width of the house and the 
remaining space that runs behind the units 
(the former side return) has become a 
storage room, wetroom and study. In total it 
takes up just 2m2 more than the now-
demolished previous structure: “The actual 
footprint isn’t big but we’ve made good use 
of the small space,” says Kim. 

Light remains an important theme in the 
new design so there are frameless sliding 
doors at the rear and rooflights above the 
sofa, the wetroom and study. The amount  
of glass in the previous design had been a 
stumbling block and was one of the reasons 
why their first planning application had 
been refused. “We had designed a 7m-wide 

Kim’s eye for design 
shows in her choice  
of classic mid- 
century furniture and 
oversized artwork, 
which make a bold but 
unfussy statement 
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oversaw the structural works, sourced the fixtures and fittings, and 
procured the windows and doors.

“I found out that frameless windows and doors were going to cost 
a lot, but having the best design was important to us, and we were 
fortunate enough to be able to afford it,” she says. “The one glitch  
was with the company supplying the internal glass, for between the 
wetroom and study, who let me down. But I found someone local 
who was 20% cheaper, so it was a learning curve.”

making a home
When the extension was finished in September 2013, Kim and Tim 
focused on the rest of the house. They had the garden (which is a 
good size for a central London home) landscaped and it is now an 
important feature of the project. “We modelled it on the style of 
the city garden we were used to in Sydney,” Kim explains. “I didn’t 
want lots of flowers, rather a contemporary space with a paved area 
at the front and simple wooden seating. When I sit at the dining 
table I don’t feel like this is the end of the house; the garden makes 
the room feel like so much more.” 

Back inside, all the old floorboards were 
removed and Dinesen solid wood flooring 
was put in. “The original boards had no life 
left in them – even the reclamation yard 
wouldn’t take them,” says Kim. “Dinesen is 
significantly thicker and we installed 
Thermafleece sheepswool eco insulation 
underneath – prior to that the thermal 
protection was pretty much non-existent.”

The couple also had the treads on the stairs 
fixed. “The steps used to be really creaky but 
the carpenter stabilised them and clad them 
in the same flooring so they’re completely 
level and don’t make a sound,” says Kim. 

a better fit
Now complete, the Cables’ home is exactly 
as they want it. The glass in the extension 
has transformed the downstairs, allowing 
light to flow unbroken through all the 
rooms, and the couple have noticed that 
they now rely less on electric lighting. “If 
we’d had approval for our original extension 
design and it had gone ahead, we wouldn’t 
have ended up with all these extra rooms, 
which is actually a much better use of space 
for us as a family,” says Kim. “We’ve still got  
a big dining room with a sofa so I don’t feel 
like we’ve compromised at all. But what 
really pleased me was the feedback from my 
builder who told me I was good to work with 
and practical – so that’s motivation enough 
for me to push my business forward!”

glass roof across the full width of the kitchen-diner, which the 
planners didn’t like,” says Kim. “This time we still have plenty of 
glazing but in smaller areas above each room.”

Kim was confident about her new ideas and used an architect  
with expertise in local planning policy to turn her design into the 
technical drawings they needed. “Even though I had worked in 
banking like Tim, my dad’s an engineer so I’m quite practical and 
have a good understanding of how space works,” says Kim. This  
time, the Cables’ plans were approved within eight weeks and the 
extension project started in April 2013. 

the task at hand
The job required a builder that would be considerate of the Cables’ 
kitchen, since they couldn’t knock down the whole of the old 

extension and rebuild from scratch. Kim sourced building 
contractor Sullivan Brothers after the firm was recommended to  
her through a parent at school.

“The Sullivan team was so brilliant to work with, I would move 
house just to use them again,” says Kim. “They built temporary walls 
around our kitchen, but made the sink and the appliances accessible 
so we could carry on using them. They did a great job to make sure 
there was no damage. I paid the firm as we went along and all of their 
billing was exactly what they said it would be on the tender.”

While Kim was in Australia she studied interior design, leaving 
her options open for a possible career change when she moved  
back to the UK. On her return, she decided to start up a design  
and project management business, De Beauvoir Design, and used  
her own scheme as a test-bed. Consequently, she organised and 

The two reception 
rooms at the front of the 
house were knocked 
through to form a single 
open plan zone, which 
is much brighter and 
more inviting 

Wide-plank timber flooring from Dinesen replaced 
all the boards in the main house, with sheepswool 
insulation installed underneath

A panel of opaque 
glazing in the wetroom 
lets in light from the 
adjoining study
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Project cost breakdown

redesigning an old extension...

closer look

The Cables’ house is a typical Victorian terrace, with a relatively 
narrow living room. The couple’s original aim was to knock down 
an old single-storey extension and create a large, full-width room 
at the rear, filling in the side return and making the most of this 
previously wasted space. But those ideas changed after planning 
was refused and then the couple fitted a high-quality kitchen in 
part of the old extension, so they couldn’t knock the whole thing down.

Their final plans have an L-shaped layout, working around the kitchen to create a full-width 
dining room and space for a study, wetroom and storage in the remaining part of the side return. 
All of these are modest in scale and thus simple design was necessary to make the spaces work 
and feel larger. A sand-blasted rooflight in the wetroom, a full glass ceiling in the study and a 
further pane above the sofa let in plenty of light, supplementing the sliding glass doors.

elements Cost m2 Cost % total cost

grand total   £269,000

F illed-in side return

Useful contacts

BuilDer Sullivan Brothers 0800 511 8157 www.sullivanbrothers.co.uk 
sliDing DOOrs Fineline Aluminium 01934 429922 www.finelinealuminium.
co.uk rOOflighTs Glazing Vision 01379 353741 www.glazingvision.co.uk 
leD lighTing Altima 020 3770 1350 www.altima.co.uk Tiles Surface Tiles 
020 7819 2300 www.surfacetiles.com speAKers & cABle Bartletts HiFi 
020 7607 2148 www.bartlettshifi.com flOOring Dinesen www.dinesen.com 
flOOring insTAllATiOn Artek & Son 07717 787288 www.artekandson.com 
KiTchen Haecker www.haecker-kuechen.de gArDen London Landscapes 
020 8418 9498 www.londonlandscapes.co.uk

house plans re-created using ArcOn 3D home Design 
software. www.3darchitect.co.uk
Tel: 01252 267788    Email: arconsales@eleco.com

Floor plans

Fees £43 3% £7,000

Extension building work £644 39% £105,000

Sliding doors & rooflights £163 11% £30,500

Tiles £53 3% £8,700

Bathroom fittings £32 2% £5,300

Light fittings £27 2% £4,400

Garden (landscaping & fencing) £110 6% £18,000

Sundry items £20 1% £3,300

Flooring £152 9% £24,800

Fitted wardrobes £30 2% £5,000

Sash windows £110 6% £18,000

Kitchen £147 9% £24,000

Main Bathroom £92 5% £15,000

Kitchen-diner

Wc

study

living


